








Alumnus Feature

GARY T. SAKAGAWA
PuD, 1972

The dynamics of juvenile salmon, with particular emphasis on

pink salmon (Oncorbynchus gorbushca), during their early

marine life

Gary Sakagawa is the Assistant Center Director for Fishery
Management Programs at the NOAA Fisheries Southwest
Fisheries Science Center, in La Jolla, California. He has been
working with NOAA Fisheries since 1971. His research is
focused on population biology and stock assessment of highly
migratory species, including several species of tuna.

A longstanding supporter of our program, Gary reflected
on the value of the educational and research experience based
on his time at the UW: “I learned to formulate the right
questions, take a systems point of view, and especially interact
with students of diverse backgrounds and experiences. This
helped shape my view that fisheries issues need to be addressed
in a broad context of biology, economics, politics, and social
forces.”

To address such issues, Gary urges students to get a well-
rounded education, in part because the specialties they study
in college often do not persist throughout their careers. “One
constant, however,” he added, “is that fisheries work requires
interaction with people, so training in interpersonal skills will
always be useful.”

Gary observed that a major strength at SAFS is the many
opportunities students have to gain field experience. He also
emphasized the importance of training in stock assessment
techniques: “Few universities have significant programs in
this discipline, and UW is one. The job market for graduates
trained in stock assessment is ‘hot’. I'm amazed that more
universities have not picked up on this.”

In considering the role of higher education in research and
policy, Gary cited three basic, interconnected areas: “Foremost
is training students to be marketable for good jobs and make
significant contributions to society and the world. Second is
advancing fishery science that leads to medium- to long-term
payoffs to society. Third is partnering with the private and
government sectors to implement research findings.” By
addressing these three areas, Gary believes an institution like

SAFS can serve as a catalyst for conducting research and
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implementing research findings for the benefit of the greater
community.

Gary allowed that this is no easy task, given the challenges
we face: “We must balance the demands of the growing human
population with the biological limits of fisheries resources in a
changing environment.” He observed that many people rely
on fish products for a good part of their diet, especially in
developing nations, and that people are becoming increasingly
aware of seafood’s health benefits: “In short, demand will
remain high and grow.” Further, while he noted that aqua-
culture could help us recover wild stocks and partially satisfy
growing demands, he cautioned that “it too is facing enormous
challenges.”

Gary has been contributing to the SAFS program for many
years: “At an early age, my parents taught me the importance of
giving back to the community that played a part in my success.
It’s a family tradition to support the community that I reside in
as well as those communities that contributed to my fisheries
training and that will continue to train diverse students in the
future.” We are grateful that the SAFS community remains

high on Gary’s support list. . =
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DoRrRoOTHY T. GILBERT
1929-2008

It’s not every day that a newly discovered species of
fish is named after you. But such a day did occur for
Dorothy Gilbert: In 2006, the sculpin, Triglops
dorothy, was named by SAFS Professor Ted Pietsch
and Affiliate Professor Jay Orr (see Fisheries Bulletin
U.S. 104:238-246) in recognition of Dorothy’s
steadfast and invaluable support to graduate students
at SAFS.

The William W. and Dorothy T. Gilbert Ichthy-
ology Research Fund was established in 1998. It was
Dorothy’s way of commemorating the life and work
of her late husband’s grandfather, Charles Henry
Gilbert, a pioneer ichthyologist and fishery biologist,
expert on Pacific salmon, and noted conservationist
of the Northwest.

Dorothy set up the fund to provide financial
assistance for graduate student thesis or dissertation
research at SAFS—specifically fundamental (that is,
specimen-based) research in systematic ichthyology.
The fund provides students with stipends and pays
for books, publication costs, and computer equip-

ment. Her support has been especially valuable in
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covering student travel costs to conduct research and
attend scientific conferences and meetings.

In previous issues, we have talked about the
importance of attending scientific conferences for
our students: The opportunity to interact and
network with members of the scientific community
is critical to students’ development as aquatic science
professionals.

Students who benefited from Dorothy’s gener-
osity have routinely written to her about their
experiences, not only to thank her for helping them,
but to tell her what her support has enabled them to
do. Dorothy derived much satisfaction from hearing
about our students’ research, knowing that she was
able to help them achieve their goals. Often, she took
the time to reply in writing to students.

Shortly before her death, knowing she did
not have much time left, Dorothy described how
happy she was to have been able to affect the lives of
students at SAFS, saying that she almost thought of
them as her own children.

We are saddened by Dorothy’s passing and we
celebrate her life and her dedication to our students
and to ichthyological research. Thanks to her
support, our students will continue to have
opportunities to gain invaluable experience in

pursuit of their academic goals. =



FREDERICK JOHNSON
1951-2008

PhD, University of Washington, 1979

The effects of aromatic petroleum hydrocarbons
on chemosensory behavior of the sea urchin,
Strongylocentrotus droebachiensis, and the

nudibranch, Onchidoris bilamellata

Students in the Pacific Northwest lost a great teacher
August 3, 2008, when Frederick Gardner Johnson
passed away suddenly at his home in Port Townsend,
Washington, at the age of 57. Fred spent his whole
life teaching: more than 10,000 students attended his
classes through the years.

Even at the age of 10, when he became a certified
scuba diver, he started to teach others to dive. He
continued teaching while working on BS and MS
degrees at Stanford, and later, when he worked at the
Hopkins Marine Station. Then he went to the US
Virgin Islands as an aquanaut, where he lived in his
element—underwater—for weeks at a time.

In the 1970s, Fred relocated to the Pacific
Northwest and earned a PhD from the University
of Washington (UW) School of Fisheries, where he
later taught large cohorts of Fish 101 students for
nearly 10 years. Whether he was pumping iron while
hooked to an oxygen monitor to display anaerobic
function, syncing Depeche Mode tracks to live
ROVER deep-sea footage from the Monterey Bay
canyon, or having students process the contents of
research tows in Puget Sound for the local Loaves
and Fishes food bank, he put his students above
all else and inspired them to care for the marine
environment.

After teaching at UW Fisheries, Fred moved
to the more intimate teaching environment of the
Center of Excellence of Peninsula College, where he
received a 10-year service award.

While at the UW, Fred edited and wrote several
chapters for Fisheries: Harvesting Life from Water, and

true to the title, he spent a good portion of his time
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doing just thac—harvesting fish, crab, and aba-
lone, which he was as good at cooking as he was
at catching. In the chapter that Fred wrote about
the history of the earth and life on it, he ends
with a characteristically poetic phrase, “Let us not
forget that we are made of stardust.” Fred will

never be forgotten by those who knew him. =
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You also play an essential role in support of our
world-class programs. There is no missing the fact that
much of our resiliency is due to the School’s strong
endowment base built by all of you over many genera-
tions of giving. While the University has prudently
reduced distributions from the endowment pool in
response to a drop in world markets, SAFS is still very
fortunate to receive vital revenue that fuels our under-
graduate and graduate programs. We are able to offer
recruitment scholarships, fund research expenses, and
provide travel support to scientific meetings for many
of our students.

Inquiry and exploration will remain vibrant in
SAFS, assisted in great measure by your commitments
to the School. Your generosity is particularly critical
going forward, and we are ever grateful for the contri-
butions you make. The legacy of this School is now 90
years in the making, and economic hard times in the
short term will not distract us from ensuring another

90 going forward. =
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